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RE: MUR 4934

Dear Mr. Velasquez and Ms. Smith:

We are writing as counse! of record for the Honorable Carlos Romero-Barceld, the
‘1 Resident Commissioner for Puerto Rico and 2 Member of Congress, in response to the complaint
| filed by Anibal Acevedo Vila (MUR 4934)." Congressman Romero-Barcel6 received your letter
notifying him of the complaint on Gctober 25, 1999. Mr. Acevedo Vild's complaint relays a
series of allegations against Congressman Romero-Barceld which are wholly without merit.

It is important first to put this complaint in proper context. The allegations amount to
nothing more than unsubstantiated claims by a third party with a personal vendetta, brought to
the Commission’s attention by a political opponent of Congressman Romero-Barcelé who is
seeking to unseat him in the next election.

The complainant has no personal knowledge of any violation. Moreover, he relies solely
on the statements of one individual, Andrés Sanchez Delgado, whose claims reflect only a
vendetta against Dr. Carlos Rodriguez Mateo and certain members of the New Progressive Party.
Mr. Sanchez Delgado has sued Dr. Rodriguez Mateo for sexual harassment and alleged
wrongdoing by various government officials, including the Governor of Puerto Rico, the
Attorney General of Puerto Rico, and Congressman Romero-Barcelé. Mr. Sanchez Delgado's
far-fetched claims cannot be confirmed by anyone and, in fact, are contradicted by all relevant
parties. His allegations amount only to a desperate “scorched earth” effort to win damages in his
lawsuit by embarrassing Dr. Rodriguez Mateo and the political leadership of Puerto Ricc.

' A Statement of Designation of Counsel was submitted to the Commission by facsimile
on November 4, 1999 (copy enclosed).
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The motives of the complainant, Mr. Acevedo Vila, on the other hand, are even more
obvious. He is a leader of the Popular Democratic Party in Puerto Rico and has long opposed the
Governor and Congressman Romero-Barceld. Mr. Acevedo Vild is currently running for the
w1 nomination of his party to challenge the Congressman in the next general election. The
submission of this complaint amounts to no more than political opportunism and a shameful
= attempt to manipulate the Federal Election Commission into partisan politics.

The central allegation of the complaint is the suggestion that the Congressman received a
contribution of $175,000 from Dr. Rodriguez Mateo — in violation of the contribution limits of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (“FECA”) — in order to secure the assistance of the
Congressman in Dr. Rodriguez Mateo’s purchase of a medical facility. Mr. Sanchez Delgado
states that, on some date in August or September of 1998, he delivered $175,000 in cash to
Dominge Garcia Camacho, the Congressman’s District Director, at the request of Dr. Rodriguez
Mateo.

This alleged contribution was never made.” Mr. Garcia Comacho has submitted an
affidavit in which he attests that he never received any such funds from Mr. Sanchez Delgado.
See affidavit of Mr. Domingo Garcia Camacho, Exhibit A. The supposed donor, Dr. Rodriguez
Mateo, has also stated, under oath, that he never made the contribution.” Sge affidavit of
Dr. Carlos Rodriguez Mateo, Exhibit B. Moreover, both Congressman Romero-Barceld and his
campaign treasurer at the time, Mr. Miguel J. Carbonell, deny that this contribution was received
and deny any improper intervention in the sale of the medical facility.” See affidavit of

* Nor is there any substantiation — save for Mr. Sanchez Delgado bald statement — that
Dr. Rodriguez Mateo made a contribution to facilitate the purchase of a medical facility. See
note 3 infra.

} Dr. Rodriguez Mateo has made contributions to Congressman Romero-Barceld’s
campaigns. These contributions, which have not exceeded the FECA limits, have been duly
disclosed in reports filed by the Congressman’s campaign committee, Comite Eleccion de Carlos
Romeroc-Barceld al Congreso, Inc. (FEC committee 1D #C00307306).

* Dr. Rodriguez Mateo’s bid to purchase the facility was accepted by the government
agency conducting the sale, the Government Development Bank. The President of the Bank at
the time of the sale has stated that Dr. Rodriguez Matco was awarded the contract because his
bid, unlike two others of similar amounts, included a promise not to fire the facility’s employees.
The losing bidders have also stated publicly that the process was open and fair. See articles from
the San Juan Star, Exhibit E.
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Congressman Carlos Romero-Barcel6, Exhibit C, and affidavit of Mr. Miguel J. Carbonell,
Exhibit D. In short, the money was not donated to Congressman Romero-Barcelo by

Dr. Rodriguez Mateo nor was it received by the Congressman, his campaign treasurer, or his
District Director.

The complaint filed against Congressman Romero-Barceld is devoid of any merit. The
credibility of the allegations contained in the complaint is nil. We respectfully urge that the
Commission exercise its prosecutorial discretion and take no further action on this matter.

If we can provide any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Respectfully submitted,
%/(/ %\ /Lccw oy )’ ul!,l{’ /j'
David C. Indiano, Esq. James F. Hibey, Esq. ‘.
Indiano, Williams & Weinstein-Bacal Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson &
Hato Rey Tower — Suite 2101 Hand, Chartered
268 Muiioz Rivera Avenue 901 15th Street, N.W., Suite 700
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918 Washington, D.C. 20005
Phone: (787) 754-2323 Phone: (202) 371-6045
Fax: (787) 766-3366 Fax: (202) 371-6279

Enclosures



STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF

COUNSEL
MUR 4934
COUNSEL:
David C. Indiano, Esq. James F. Hibey, Esq.
Indiano, Williams & Weinstein-Bacal Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson
Hato Rey Tower - Suite 2101 and Hand, Chartered
268 Mufioz Rivera Avenue 501 - 15" Street, N.W., Suite 70
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918 Washington, D.C. 20005
(787) 754-2323 (202) 371-6045
Fax: (787) 766-3366 Fax: (202) 371-6279

The above-named individuals are hervby dezlgnated as my counsel and
&re autherized o recaive Bny notificaions and other communisatiens from the
Commilagion and t ext on my behalf befors the Commission.

///V /9. (il »ﬁ% éff/r
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RESPONDENT: The Monorable Carlos Romero-Bareald
ADDREBS: P.0. Box 384381
&an Juan, Puerto Rica (0558

TELEFHONE:  (202) 225-2615 (Congraasions! Ofics)
(787) 723-8433 (Diswvict OfMea)



STATEMENT OF DOMINGO GARCIA CAMACHO

DOMINGO GARCIA CAMACHO, duly sworn, deposes and states as follows:
1. I have reviewed the declarations made by Andrés Sanchez Delgado which have
been submitted by Anibal Acevedo Vila to the Federal Election Commission.

2. Since 1993, I have worked as Director of the District Office of the Resident
Commissioner for Puerto Rico, Congressman Carlos Romero-Barcelo.
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I do not remember ever meeting Mr. Sanchez Delgado.
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I have never received money or anything of value from Mr. Sanchez Delgado, in
connection with the sale of the Center for Diagnosis and Treatment or for any
other purpose, be it for myself or for any other person.

ok wft
i wood
Y

I
Kl g

1
e

Specifically, I did not receive $175,000 from Mr. Sanchez Delgado or from Dr.
Carlos Rodriguez Mateo, at any time,
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Neither I nor anyone on Congress Romero-Barceld’s staff engaged in any
activities other than routine constituent service in connection with Dr. Rodriguez
Mateo’s efforts to purchase the Center for Diagnosis and Treatment. The only
inquiry made about the saie of the Center was a question about the timing of the
sale process. This simple inquiry did not influence the decision of the Government
Development Bank; nor was there any attempt to do so. Further, this comports
with the mandates of the House Ethics Rules.

B i

7. Mr. Sanchez Delgado’s allegations of illegal campaign contributions are false.

For the record, I sign this Sworn Statement and declare that the foregoing is true and
correct.

Executed on November 8, 1999

Sori P e ipnn.

//NOTARY PUBLIC



STATEMENT OF CARLOS RODRIGUEZ MATEQ

[, Carlos Rodriguez Mateo, single, of legal age, medical doctor, and a resident of

Salinas, Puerto Rico hereby declare as follows:

y 1. That my personal circumstances are the ones described above.

2. [ have reviewed the declaration made by Andres Sanchez Delgado which have been
submitted by Anibal Acevedo Vila to the Federal Election Commission.

3. [ am a medical doctor and President of Med-Sur, Inc. and of Sur-Med, Inc.

4. I know Mr. Sanchez because he is a friend of my family. Starting on or about
December of 1996, Mr. Sanchez began doing some work for me as an independent
contractor, but was never hired as a regular employee. Accordingly, Mr. Sanchez on
occasions would act as a messenger for which [ would pay him for that particular
task.

5. I never asked or ordered Mr. Sanchez Delgado to provide cash or anything of value
to Domingo Garcia Camacho.

0. [ never asked or ordered Mr. Sanchez Delgado to provide cash or anything of value
to Congressman Carlos Romero-Barcelo.

7. The only contribution I have made to Congressman Romero-Barceld’s campaigns
have been within the contribution limits of the Federal Election Campaign Act and
have been disclosed in reports filed by the Congressman’s campaign committee.

8. I never sought any improper influence from Congressman Romero-Barceld in the
course of my efforts to purchase the Center for Diagnosis and Treatment.

9. [ understand that I won the bidding to purchase the Center for Diagnosis and
Treatment because my offer included a commitment to save the jobs of facility
employees and because it was the highest bid.

10. On Qctober 5, 1999, Mr. Sianchez Delgado filed a lawsuit against me and has leveled
a variety of charges against elected officials in Puerto Rico, including the Governor,
the Attorney General, and Congressman Romero-Barcelé. Those claims are entirely
false.
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In San Juan, Puerto Rico, this 8" day of November, 199%.

o/

[
CARLOS RO l7lG}UEZ MATEO

Affidavit Number 6 9

Sworn and signed before me by Carlos Rodriguez Mateo, of legal circumstances stated
above, whom I know personally, in San Juan, Puerto Rico, on November 8, 1999.




STATEMENT OF CARLOS ROMERQ-BARCELOQ

CARLOS ROMERO-BARCELO, duly sworn, deposes and states as follows:

1. I have reviewed the declarations made by Andrés Sanchez Delgado which have
been submitted by Anibal Acevedo Vila to the Federal Election Commission.

2. I am the Resident Commissioner for Puerto Rico and am a Member of Congress.
I was elected to the position of Resident Commissioner in 1992 and previously
served two terms as Governor.

3. I do not remember ever meeting Mr, Sanchez Delgado.

4. I never solicited or received cash or anything of value from Mr. Sanchez Delgado.

5. I never solicited or received cash or anything of value from Dr. Carlos Rodriguez
Mateo 1n connection with his efforts to purchase the Center for Diagnosis and
Treatment.

6. The only campaign contributions I have received from Dr. Rodriguez Mateo have

been duly disclosed in reports filed by my campaign committee with the Federal
Election Commission.

7. Mr. Sanchez Delgado's claim of an iilegal campaign contribution is false.

For the recerd, | sign this Sworn Statement and declare that the foregoing is true and
correct.

Executed on November 8, 1999
" Gelor Kovntos

CARLOS ROMERO-BARCELG

Affidavit Number -%/3-

eriRed before me byCarlos Romero-Barceld, of legal age, married,
gtioRico, whom I have identified in accordance with Article 17 of the
van Juan, Puerto Rico, this 8" day of November, 1999.

NOTARY PUBLIC

™



STATEMENT OF MIGUEL J. CARBONELL

MIGUEL J. CARBONELL., duly sworn, deposes and states as follows:

1. I have reviewed the declarations made by Andrés Sanchez Delgado which have
been submitted by Anibal Acevedo Vila to the Federal Election Commission.

| 2. [ am an certified public accountant and served as the Treasurer of Congressman
i Carlos Romero-Barceld’s campaign committee, Comite Eleccion de Carlos
r Romero-Barcel6 al Congreso, Inc. from November 6, 1997 until December 31,
ih 1998.
3. In my position as Treasurer of Congressman Romero-Barcelo’s campaign

i committee, I prepared and filed periodic reports with the Federal Election
Commisston (“FEC”) that detailed the receipts and disbursements of the

committee.
oy 4, During my tenure as Treasurer, Congressman Romero-Barceld’s campaign
~ committee did not receive any funds, directly or indirectly, from Mr. Sanchez
Delgado.
5. During my tenure as Treasurer, Congressman Romero-Barceld’s campaign

committee did not receive any funds, directly or indirectly, from Dr. Carlos
Rodriguez Mateo other than campaign contributions duly disclosed in the
committee’s FEC reports. These contributions did not exceed the limits of the
Federal Election Campaign Act. Mr. Sanchez Delgado's allegations with regard
to a supposed contribution of $175,000 to Congressman Romero-Barceld's
campaign are false.

For the record, I sign this Sworn Statement and declare that thgforegoing is true and
correct,

Executed on November 8, 1999,

gzg_ MIGUEL J. CARBONELL
Affidavit Number —

Swom 1o and subscribed before me by Miguel J. Carbonell, of legal age, married, and
resident of ,San luan Pucrto Rlco whom [ have identified in accordance with Article 17 of the
Notarial /Lzrw “of Puﬁrto cho {n San Juan, Puerto Rico, this 8" day of November, 1999,

S p <

@TARY PUBLIC
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Former udders in lhe pur-
chase of the Scilings Diagnogtie
ard Trestment Center dismiszed
charges of crosyism in the deal,

but withdrew it fer 8t the
last minute aler stiadizs showed
ot of arca's clieats prefer
Guayama's bealth services

He said the precem was
“clesn asd open”

The oiber bidder Dr Pila
Hospital in Peare, made an oral
presentebon i Jammary 1998
Rl was toid showt two @onihs
latze, in a leter from the GDB,
that it had losk

Dr. Pili pdministrsior Ricar-

do Hernfntez wd his hospi-
tal. which offered 3105 million
for the Salinzs’ bealth clinic,
likzly lost the d because it
wes unable (o guarantee the
retesiion of all employees
The Salinas CT was soid to
MedSur in May 1998 for 81.15

millica with an 2dditional -

$100000 commitment for
improvemenis

Allegations recently surfsced
thet MedSure president, Dr.
Carloz Rodiriguez Mateo, fun-
oeled SEXOM0 in cash o two
clals im mm for their belp
in HedSur's acquisitivn of the
clinie,

The cofficials, La Fortzleza
Chief of Stali ange) Morey, and
Domingos Garels, aa side to Res-
ident Cosmmissioger  Carlos
Remero Barceld, both deay the
charges, which sere contained
in 2 seom Sstement filed by
8 former bodyguard and driver
for Rodriguez Msteo, who is
running for mayor of Salinas.

Riva)l politirians have charged

the Salings CDT was sold teo
cheaply. Yot HermAnder said:
“1 believe # was fair We wepe
givea the cpportunity to showr
Sur propgoasnl™

Dr. Fild's §00-page proposal
included offers for purchasing
the CDTs in Jusns Diaz, Coame
and Samia fsabel, which were
el rejected

Lagt week, former GDB Pres-
ident Moress Rodriguer Frmin,
whe besded e privetization
commifien, ¢nid he gave the bid
to MedBur because it waz the
oaly offer” the committee had
that imchuded retaining clinie
employees.

Rivera, who said that biz bos-
pital group woa bids to buy the
CDTs im Juapa Disz erd Vi-
Balba, said their proposel was
examinaed by 2 13-member con-
mitize of government officialy

He s8id their offers to invest
sbout 500,007 in improvements,
estoblish information systems
and retein all government
employees ccatributed to thew
winning the cther bids



